What’s  Inside 

Valet  Parking 
Meet  Your  Neighbor 
Waterfront  Update 
Spring  Cocktail  Party 
(see  back  cover) 

February  1985 
No.  90 


TELEGRAPH  HILL  SEMAPHORE 

Publication  of  the  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers 


President’s  Message 


I  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  you  all  for  the  honor  of  serving  as  Telegraph  Hill 
Dwellers’  president  for  the  past  two  years.  I  have  proudly  represented  you  with  the  City 
Planning  Department  staff,  the  Planning  Commission,  and  the  Board  of  Supervisors.  I  have 
espoused  our  philosophies  at  meetings  with  other  neighborhood  groups  and  with  merchants. 


There  are  many  recent  victories  of  which  we  can  be  proud.  But  these  “victories”  are  evidenced 
by  “no  shows”:  no  new  savings  and  loans,  no  672-sq.-ft.  billboards  on  Columbus  Ave.,  no 
further  conversions  of  residential  units  to  commercial  use,  no  12-story  office  building  exca¬ 
vated  80  feet  into  the  side  of  Telegraph  Hill  (1171  Sansome).  I  don’t  take  credit  for  these 
“no-shows”;  they  were  accomplished  with  the  help  of  many  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers’  members 
and  supporters  who  wrote  letters,  made  phone  calls,  spoke  at  hearings,  and  attended  meetings. 
Thank  you  all  for  your  energy,  interest,  and  influence. 


Telegraph  Hill/North  Beach  is  one  of  San  Francisco’s  most  popular  tourist  attractions.  People 
come  here,  enjoy  our  neighborhood,  and  probably  never  realize  the  effort  that  has  gone  into 
maintaining  the  high  quality  of  life  we  enjoy — thanks,  in  large  part,  to  the  Telegraph  Hill 
Dwellers!  Good  luck  to  our  new  president  and  board  members.  Here’s  to  even  more  “no  shows” 
in  the  future! 


1 


THD  OFFICERS,  DIRECTORS,  AND  COMMITTEE  CHAIRS 


OFFICERS: 

S 

President 

Mane  Winslow . 

.  396  Lombard 

421-1466 

Vice  President 

*Greg  Jones . 

. 58  Edgardo 

986-6412 

Recording  Secretary 

Jim  Ricereto . 

. 20  San  Antonio 

433-2975 

Corresponding  Secretary 

Tom  Havey . 

. 529  Vallejo 

391-5524 

Treasurer 

♦Richard  Winn . 

. 455  Vallejo 

398-2481 

Financial  Secretary 

Rhoda  Robinson . 

. 276  Francisco 

781-5221 

Historian 

Nan  Roth . 

. 2017  Grant 

397-2176 

Editor — Semaphore 

Lynne  Burwell . 

♦denotes  Executive  Committee 

. 321  Chestnut 

982-9715 

DIRECTORS,  1984-1986 

Sue  Cauthen . 

.  .  132 IB  Montgomery 

391-0737 

Peter  Dewees . 

. 568  Greenwich 

981-1894 

Virginia  Sletteland . 

. 448  Greenwich 

781-4352 

Jerry  Lubenow . 

.  300  Lombard 

788-2651 

DIRECTORS,  1984-1985 

♦Nancy  McCabe . 

.  355  Lombard 

397-0924 

Jeanne  Milligan . 

. 486  Union 

989-0494 

Jack  Moss . 

. . .  265  Telegraph  Hill 

781-4077 

Bob  Tibbits . 

. 386  Chestnut 

986-7227 

Ex  Officio 

♦Jerry  Petruzzelli . 

. 288  Union 

397-6043 

STANDING  COMMITTEES: 

Budget 

Richard  Winn . 

. 455  Vallejo 

398-2481 

Membership 

Rhoda  Robinson . 

. 276  Francisco 

781-5221 

Program 

Peter  Dewees . 

. 568  Greenwich 

981-1894 

Semaphore 

Lynne  Burwell . 

. 321  Chestnut 

982-9715 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEES: 

Planning  and  Zoning 

Jane  Winslow . 

.  396  Lombard 

421-1466 

Landmarks 

Nan  Roth . 

. . . 2017  Grant 

397-2176 

Waterfront 

Bob  Katz . 

. 2  Whiting 

986-1890 

Parks  and  Trees 

Nancy  McCabe . 

.  355  Lombard 

397-0924 

Crime  Prevention 

June  Fraps . 

. 1941  Stockton 

392-1187 

Refuse 

Pat  Brown . 

. 12  Aladdin 

775-7528 

Parking 

Nancy  Katz . 

. 2  Whiting 

986-1890 

Movies 

Margaret  Gwathmey . 

. 273  Green 

982-4221 

Neighborhood  Liaison 

Sue  Cauthen . 

.  .  1321B  Montgomery 

391-0737 

Social 

Jeanne  Milligan . 

. 486  Union 

989-0494 

Clean  Water 

Jerry  Petruzzelli . 

. 288  Union 

397-6043 

MEMBERS:  Please  call  these  chairs  and  volunteer  to  serve  today! 
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The  Issue  Is  Traffic! 

The  Board  of  Directors  is  concerned  about 
new  office  buildings  being  proposed  in  the 
Sansome-Battery  corridor.  A  number  of  the 
developers  for  these  office  buildings  are  re¬ 
questing  variances  for  “valet”  or  “attendant” 
parking.  The  board  is  concerned  that  grant¬ 
ing  these  variances  will  increase  traffic  in 
our  neighborhood. 

We  know  of  seven  buildings  proposed  for  this 
corridor.  Developers  and  city  planners  are 
viewing  the  area  as  an  extension  of  down¬ 
town,  while  we  see  it  as  a  natural  extension 
of  our  neighborhood.  It  provides  a  transition 
between  where  we  live  and  the  waterfront 
with  its  recreation  and  shipping  activities.  It 
should  be  a  place  where  people  can  live, 
work,  and  relax. 

An  increasing  number  of  automobiles  look¬ 
ing  for  parking  places  will  increase  conges¬ 
tion  in  North  Beach.  With  the  advent  of  Levi 
Plaza,  more  developers  have  been  seizing  the 
opportunity  to  make  money  by  building  high 
rent  office  buildings  below  the  Hill. 

The  City  Planning  Code  requires  one  park¬ 
ing  space  for  every  500  square  feet  of  office 
space.  This  is  based  on  the  assumption  that 
every  office  building  contains  a  certain  num¬ 
ber  of  people  who  will  drive  to  work.  Without 
addressing  whether  the  number  is  correct, 
we  agree  that  the  assumption  is  reasonable. 

We  are  against  variances  for  valet  parking. 
A  good  valet  parking  service  can  park  appro¬ 
ximately  twice  the  number  of  cars  in  the 
same  area  set  aside  for  self-parking.  Once  a 
variance  is  granted,  there  is  no  guarantee 
that  the  Planning  Department  can  force  the 
owner  to  maintain  the  valet  parking.  Experi¬ 
ence  has  shown  that  it  is  difficult  to  police 
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INTERSECTION 

FOR  THE  ARTS 

SPRING  1985 
PERFORMANCE 


December  6-16 
A  Travelling  Jewish  Theatre 
through  March  17 
“Berlin,  Jerusalem  and  the  Moon” 

March  20-31 

“Coming  From  a  Great  Distance 
April  3-14 
“A  Dance  of  Exile" 

Saturdays  at  11  p.m.  in  March 
“Late  Saturday  Nite 
Sunday  School  Classes” 
performed  by  Harriet  Schiffer 

Box  Office:  982-2356 

_ GALLERY _ 

through  March  22 
“Exterior/Interior,”  Gallery 
Jayne  Pagnucco 

April  3-May  3 

“Backyard  Euphoria,”  Garden  &  Gallery 
Marcia  Floor 

LITERATURE 


Readings  and  panel  discussions 
on 

Monday  &  Tuesday  evenings,  8 
p.m, 


756  Union  St.,  S.F. 
397-6061 
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Serving  lunch ,  dinner  and  our 
special  antipasti  every  day! 

434-2900 

673  UNION  ST.  at  POWELL 


Angel's  Flowers 


Fresh  Flowers  Direct  From  Nursery 
Flowers  for  all  Occasions 
Weddings,  Corsages 
Fresh  &  Dry  Arrangements 
Plants  and  Cards 

1554  Stockton  •  397-5356  •  9  to  6:30  Mon. -Sat. 


peter  macchiarini 

jewelry 

sculpture 

982-2229 

1529b  grant  ave.,  s.  f.  94133 

new  ocLLxree 


OBRERO 

HOTEL  &  RESTAURANT 


SERVING  FRENCH  BASQUE  CUISINE 

bambi  McDonald 


1208  STOCKTON  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94 1 33 


RESERVATIONS 

(415)989-3960 


owners  who  decide  for  one  reason  or  another 
not  to  continue  valet  parking.  Thus  we  could 
be  faced  with  parking  being  provided  for  only 
half  the  number  of  cars  that  the  Planning 
Code  claims  would  be  generated.  The  other 
cars  will  be  forced  to  roam  the  streets  looking 
for  other  parking;  worst  of  all,  they  could  find 
their  way  up  the  Hill  and  park  on  our  streets. 
Slack  enforcement  of  the  residential  parking 
program  makes  this  a  very  likely  event. 
More  office  buildings  mean  more  cars  and 
more  traffic  in  our  neighborhood. 

Developers  want  valet  parking,  since  it 
means  they  don’t  have  to  dig  as  deep  and 
their  buildings  will  cost  less  to  construct.  It’s 
only  fair  that  developers  pay  the  normal 
price  of  construction  and  not  try  to  pass  along 
some  of  the  costs  to  the  neighborhood.  In  fact, 
we  think  they  ought  to  provide  amenities 
with  their  office  buildings  over  and  above 
what  is  now  required  by  the  code  to  insure  us 
that  the  “creeping,”  commercial  downtown 
will  not  threaten  the  quality  of  life  that  we 
now  enjoy. 

A  committee  consisting  of  Nan  Roth,  Mar¬ 
garet  Gwathmey,  and  Jim  Ricereto  is  cur¬ 
rently  drafting  guidelines  for  developers  who 
want  to  build  in  the  Sansome-Battery  corri¬ 
dor.  That  will  be  the  subject  of  a  future  article 
in  the  Semaphore. 

Another  “valet”  parking  issue  in  our  neigh¬ 
borhood  is  parking  in  front  of  restaurants. 
The  valets  are  restricting  the  traffic  flow  on 
some  of  our  streets.  It  has  been  observed  that 
they  have  been  also  parking  the  cars  illegal¬ 
ly.  If  you  see  this  as  a  problem,  you  should  get 
involved  with  our  parking  committee. 
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DEPARTMENTS 


1450  GRANT  AVENUE  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94133  415-956-7534 


ALFRED  R.  PISCIOTTA 
&  SONS 

" Old  World  Craftsmanship" 

CUSTOM  UPHOLSTERING 

Draperies  •  Blinds  •  Shades 
2060  Stockton  St.  •  7S 1-627  7 _ 


Semaphore  Excerpts  (con’t.) 

Issue  #6  has  this  memoriam  for  a  cat:  “Cass, 
the  $1000  cat.  Age:  ten  years  plus.  Weight: 
30  pounds.  Probable  cause  of  death:  heart 
attack  (Dr.  Paul  Dudley  White  was  unavail¬ 
able  for  comment.)  Cass  was  the  left-hand 
member  of  brothers  Castor  and  Pollux,  two 
enormous  white  cats  with  freeform  gold 
markings,  originally  owned  by  a  young  man 
living  in  Greenwich  Street  compound.  Cass 
was  startling  not  only  in  size,  but  in  his  affin¬ 
ity  for  water:  he  loved  to  climb  into  full  sinks, 
and  play  with  garden  hoses.  Young  owner 
became  remiss  on  rent  .  .  .  remiss  and  remiss 
and  remiss  .  .  .  and  finally  departed,  apo¬ 
logetically  presenting  landlords  Valetta  and 
Desmond  Haslet  with  Cass,  in  sincere  grati¬ 
tude  for  $1000  worth  of  free  rent.  Cass  was  a 
veterinarian’s  marvel,  the  butcher’s  best  cus¬ 
tomer,  the  alcoholic’s  fright,  a  mobile  land¬ 
mark  on  the  lower  east  side  of  Telegraph 
Hill.  His  loss  is  keenly  felt.” 

From  issue  #5  comes  a  piece  on  mining  on 
Telegraph  Hill:  “Gold  quartz  and  nuggets 
have  been  found  on  the  Hill  many  times  in 
the  early  days,  long  before  Emperor  Norton 
and  his  more  recently  buried  treasure.  The 
daughter  of  no  less  than  Governor  John 
McDougal  found  gold  quartz  while  playing  at 
the  base  of  the  Hill.  She  broke  off  a  sample, 
showed  it  to  her  father,  who  confirmed  her 
discovery.  However,  returning  to  the  site, 
she  was  unable  to  identify  her  location,  and 
although  many  willing,  in  fact  eager,  hands 
joined  in  the  search,  it  was  never  found  .  .  . 
Broadway  and  Grant  was  the  scene  of  a  dis¬ 
covery  in  1851,  but  after  digging  a  fifty-foot 
tunnel,  the  vein  pinched  out  to  nothing  .  .  . 
Later  that  year  (September  29)  a  gold  quartz 
vein  was  discovered  about  Clark’s  Point 
(Battery  near  Broadway,  the  site  of  the  first 
ship’s  wharf  in  San  Francisco)  while  grading 
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a  street,  but  after  a  brief  flurry  of  excitement, 
it  too  pinched  out.  In  1852,  gold  was  found 
near  the  top  of  the  Hill,  and  a  year  later,  on 
October  22,  on  Green  Street  between  Grant 
and  Stockton,  a  well  digger  found  seven  nug¬ 
gets  after  going  down  thirty  feet.  Along  ab¬ 
out  1878,  after  a  heavy  rain  storm  of  several 
days,  gold  was  panned  near  the  present  Fil¬ 
bert  Steps  for  a  few  days.  Near  this  same  spot 
in  1936,  after  an  old  house  had  been  de¬ 
molished,  and  the  refuse  burned,  people  rak¬ 
ing  through  the  ashes  found  about  $20  in 
silver  coins  which  had  been  hidden  and  for¬ 
gotten  in  the  years  gone  by.  Lignite  was 
found  on  the  Hill  in  1884.  Building  stone 
quarrying  took  place  for  many  years,  but 
that  is  a  story  for  another  time.” 

Bulletin  #1  reports  six  hundred  members, 
about  the  same  as  we  have  at  present. 

Issue  #  (August  1958)  reports  that  the  “third 
annual  open  air  concert  was  held  on  the  Fil¬ 
bert  Steps,  at  the  corner  of  Napier  Lane. 
Sponsored  by  Edith  Hyler  and  Grace  Mar- 
chant  (who  somehow  found  time  to  play  the 
Hammond  organ  as  well  as  manufacture 
jewelry  and  pottery),  the  pleasant  voices  pro¬ 
vided  enjoyment  for  an  appreciative  audi¬ 
ence — some  seated  on  chairs,  more  on  the 
steps,  and  still  more  listened  from  neighbor¬ 
ing  balconies.  Another  concert  is  planned  for 
next  year. 


Editor’s  Farewell 

This  will  be  my  last  issue  as  editor  of  the 
Semaphore.  Kathleen  Cannon  will  be  taking 
over  as  new  editor.  As  a  sendoff,  this 
Semaphore  contains  32  pages  of  news,  up 
from  its  original  24  pages. 


VcuesEO; 

FBCMMir.... 

7H£  56MAPttCK£ 

k*jaH£  All  1 
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A  Mountain  Man  Comes 
To  Telegraph  Hill 

Have  you  ever  dashed  off  to  a  highly  touted 
restaurant  or  hot  night  spot  only  to  find  a  line 
of  fellow  hopefuls  winding  a  block  or  more 
from  the  door?  Excellence  and  novelty 
attract,  and  the  queue  seems  to  be  a  given  in 
the  city.  Ironically,  it  was  the  same  problem, 
encountering  a  crowd,  that  gave  birth  to  the 
wilderness  newsletter  of  THD’s  newest  resi¬ 
dent  writer,  Stuart  Weiss.  In  his  own  words, 
the  8  issue/year  California  Explorer  was 
born  when  Weiss,  a  refuge  from  Madison 
Avenue’s  ad  scene,  impulsively  moved  west, 
to  photograph  the  grandeur  of  the  Sierra 
Nevada  and  experience  the  freedom  of 
wilderness  walking. 

Filling  his  rented  backpack  with  camera 
gear,  he  trekked  off  to  sleep  under  the  stars — 
and  what  he  found  was  a  crowd.  The  inviting 
trails  in  guide  books  were  crowded,  and  the 
information  from  rangers  inaccurate  (“.  .  . 
the  person  answering  the  phone  had  often 
not  been  out  the  back  door.”)  This  misleading 
or  missing  trail  information  for  weekend 
hikes  and  backpackers  challenged  Stuart. 
He  created  his  own  network  of  back  country 
contacts,  accessed  state  aerial  surveys,  and 
used  the  data  to  publish  current  information 
in  a  newsletter,  “Northern  California  Ex¬ 
plorer.”  The  first  issue  came  out  in  1974. 
Drawing  on  his  business  experience  and  a 
friend’s  writing  background,  they  learned 
from  their  mistakes  during  two  years  of  seat- 
of-the-pants  publishing.  Finally,  over¬ 
whelmed,  they  quit. 

In  1978,  a  rejuvenated  Stuart  started  the 
“California  Explorer.”  After  six  years  of  pub¬ 
lishing,  hundreds  of  miles  of  walking  and 
endless  hours  with  pen  and  paper,  that  deter¬ 
mination  has  paid  off.  Contributing  writers 
offer  their  own  favorite  trails  and  hideaways. 
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Stuart’s  myriad  misadventures  and  the  frus¬ 
trations  and  dangers  he  dealt  with  in  his 
efforts  to  find  the  very  best  routes  are  the 
very  grain  of  the  California  Explorer.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  he  focuses  his  photographer’s  eye  on  the 
natural  wonders  of  California,  concentrating 
on  the  geographical  make-up  and  history  of 
the  areas  he  travels. 

The  trails  described  in  the  California  Explor¬ 
er  are  back  trails  with  breathtaking  views 
free  from  crowds.  They  are  also  subject  to 
being  taken  over  one  day. 

With  spring  around  the  corner  it  may  be  time 
to  lace  up  your  hiking  boots  and  explore  for 
yourself. 


Intersection  and  Its  Home 
Rent  With  Problems 

Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  who  follow  the  local 
art  scene  may  have  already  heard  of  the  fight 
for  survival  by  the  non-profit  theatre/gallery 
Intersection  for  the  Arts.  An  issue  all  Hill 
Dwellers  are  intimately  familiar  with,  In¬ 
tersection  must  pay  rent  beginning  this 
April.  The  question  is  how  much  and  if  In¬ 
tersection  can  survive. 

Cheryl  Burnett  of  Intersection  talked  with 
the  Semaphore  about  the  seriousness  and  de¬ 
licate  nature  of  the  situation. 

Intersection  has  been  located  at  756  Union 
Street  since  1972  in  a  building  owned  by  the 
San  Francisco  Methodist  Mission.  Originally 
a  church-related  organization,  Intersection 
began  to  look  for  other  funding  sources  once 
church  funding  dried  up. 

(continued  on  page  25) 


Waterfront  Update 


Pier  45  Task  Force 

In  1981,  the  Port  adopted  a  comprehensive 
Fisherman’s  Wharf  Action  Plan,  designed  to 
strengthen  Fisherman’s  Wharf  as  a  center 
for  a  revitalized  commercial  fishing  industry 
and  its  authentic  maritime  character.  The 
vitality  of  the  wharf  was  to  be  enhanced  for 
residents  as  well  as  tourists,  correcting  the 
imbalance  between  peak  activities  during 
the  tourist  season  and  slack  periods  at  other 
times.  Among  the  major  features  were  a  new 
breakwater  and  an  extension  of  the  Hyde 
Street  Pier  to  provide  for  safe  berthing  of  the 
fishing  vessels  and  modern  fish  processing. 
Pier  45  was  to  include  residential  develop¬ 
ment,  a  hotel,  open  space,  and  a  research 
center  for  training  fishermen  on  up-to-date 
processing  techniques. 

The  breakwater  is  in  the  process  of  realiza¬ 
tion,  but  legal  restrictions,  enforced  by  the 
State  Lands  Commission,  prevent  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  private  residential  develop¬ 
ment  over  land  that  is  part  of  the  “public 
trust.”  The  Port  has  therefore  appointed  a 
Task  Force  to  submit  a  new  land  use  program 
for  Pier  45.  The  21  participants  on  this  com¬ 
mittee  represent  a  well-balanced  cross- 
section  of  organizations,  including  THD. 


Revision  of  Pier  7? 

In  our  last  Semaphore,  we  reported  the  au¬ 
thorization  of  working  drawings  for  the  open 
space  and  fishing  on  Pier  7.  Unfortunately, 
technical  miscalculations  turned  out  to  have 
resulted  in  underestimated  costs.  A  proposal 
has  been  made  to  reduce  the  width  of  the  pier 
from  35  to  20  feet  and  to  eliminate  consider¬ 
able  platform  space  at  its  mid-section. 


515  Columbus  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  Ca.  94133 
(415)  982-7400 


Open  for  Lunch  and  Dinner 
Closed  on  Tuesday 
Monday  through  Thursday 
Lunch  1 1:30  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m. 
Dinner  5:00  p.m.  to  10:00  p.m. 

Friday 

Lunch  11:30  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m. 
Dinner  5:00  p.m.  to  Midnight 
Saturday  and  Sunday 
Closed  for  Lunch 
Dinner  5:00  p.m.  to  Midnight 


Antonio  Stornaiuolo 


GATEWAY  SAVINGS 

&  LOAN  ASSOCIATION 


Your  Neighborhood  Banking  Facility 


DOMINICK  R.  LOZITO 

Branch  Manager 

At  the  corner  of  Columbus  &  Chestnut  (415)  885-4495 


VHS 

or 

BETA 


HOME  MOVIE-VIDEO  RECORDER 
RENTAL  AND  SALES 

No  Membership  Required 
Video  A  ccessories 

Ask  for: 

Mike  or  Tony  D’Alessandro 

1075  COLUMBUS  AVENUE 
(Columbus  and  Francisco) 
885-4588 

Discount  to  THD  Members 


FA  VORITE INOSTRI 
RECLAMATORI 
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LOUVRE 

CUSTOM 

FRAMING 
645  CHESTNUT  GR  4-6648 


(415)  928-261 1 

(PRODUCE) 

FRESH  FRUITS  &  VEGETABLES 

RETAIL  &  WHOLESALE 

Comer  of  Union 
&  Mason 

Tom  &  George 

801  Union  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94133 

FA  VORITE I NOSTRI RECLAMA  TORI 


362-4726 


NEW  PISA 
ESTAURANT 

5  50  Green 
Street 


ITALIAN  FOOD 
Open 

Lunch  and  Dinner  Daily 
Except  Wednesday 
Banquet  Facilities 


The  THD  Waterfront  Committee  believes  it 
essential  that  the  length  of  the  pier  is  not 
reduced.  Major  efforts  should  be  made  to  find 
additional  funding  to  restore  the  width  of  the 
pier. 


Neighborhood  Night 
at  Symphony 

Music  lovers  among  the  THD  enjoyed  an  ex¬ 
citing  evening  at  the  San  Francisco  Sym¬ 
phony  last  month.  The  occasion  was  the  All 
San  Francisco  Concert  at  Davies  Hall. 

The  annual  event,  underwritten  by  the  Wells 
Fargo  Foundation,  features  low-cost  tickets 
($5  per  person)  for  a  special  concert  exclu¬ 
sively  for  San  Francisco  neighborhood  orga¬ 
nizations.  The  event  was  a  sell-out.  THD  co¬ 
chair  Sally  Hartzell  and  Sue  Cauthen  sold  70 
tickets  for  the  gala  performance.  Conductor 
Edo  de  Waart  presided  over  a  lively  musical 
program,  which  included  Hayden’s  Sym¬ 
phony  No.  97,  Schumann’s  Symphony  No.  4, 
and  Mozart’s  Oboe  Concerto  in  C,  highlight¬ 
ing  the  talents  of  oboist  William  Bennett. 

The  event  was  such  a  success  the  THD  plans 
to  participate  again  next  year. 
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Foreign  Languages  Classes 
at  Fort  Mason 

Fort  Mason  Art  and  Community  College 
Center  has  a  new  director,  Dan  Peck.  Dan 
has  many  years  of  experience  with  the  San 
Francisco  Community  College  District  and 
was  most  recently  Assistant  Director  of  the 
Chinatown-North  Beach  Community  Col¬ 
lege  Center  at  940  Filbert  Street. 

Dan’s  intent  is  to  make  Fort  Mason’s  class 
offerings  respond  to  the  interest  of  a  wider 
segment  of  San  Francisco  and  particularly 
relate  to  the  many  culturally  rich, 
ethnically-oriented  neighborhoods  of  our 
city. 

Beginning  mid-February,  innovative  foreign 
language  classes  for  pairs  of  parent  and  child 
(over  5  years)  will  open.  The  new  program 
will  be  called  the  “Young  People’s  Institute 
for  Foreign  Language  and  the  Arts.”  These 
nine-week  classes  will  meet  from  4-5:30  two 
days  a  week  and  will  include  a  wide  variety  of 
enrichment  activities.  Singing  and  role  play¬ 
ing  in  the  foreign  language  will  be  empha¬ 
sized  throughout  the  program.  This  is  an 
ideal  preparation  for  travel,  living  abroad,  or 
enrolling  a  child  in  a  bilingual  school.  The 
$90  fee  for  this  course  is  much  less  than  com¬ 
mercial  rates,  and  the  teachers  hold  master’s 
degrees  in  the  foreign  language  and  state- 
certified  community  college  credentials. 
While  the  first  language  offerings  will  be  Ita¬ 
lian  and/or  German,  other  languages  such  as 
French,  Spanish,  Mandarin  and  Japanese 
will  be  available  depending  on  demand. 

These  classes  are  in  addition  to  regularly 
scheduled  art,  business,  foreign  language 
and  ESL  classes  for  adults  offered  at  Fort 
Mason,  Galileo  and  North  Beach-Chinatown 
Community  College  sites.  If  there  is  enough 
interest,  additional  adult  Italian  or  French 
classes  will  be  offered  at  the  Filbert  Street 
site.  Please  call  776-8247  or  775-5579. 


982-7639 
523  Broadway 


Levi’s  Plaza 


MEADERS  CLEANERS 

Complete  Dry  Cleaning 
Services 


1475  Sansome  St. 

San  Francisco,  CA.  Paula  Meaders  Kearn 


781-8200 


“Where  other  coffee  shops  shop  ...” 

CAFFE  MALVINA 

Coffee  Beans  •  Espresso  &  Cappuccino  Machines 

(415)  392-4736  512  Union  Street 


SUPPORT  OUR 
ADVERTISERS 
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ERIC  BERNE,  MASTERGAMESMAN 


A  Transactional  Biography 
by  Elizabeth  Watkins  Jorgensen 
(Nancy  Katz's  sister) 
and 

Henry  Irvin  Jorgensen 

Enchanting . . .  provocative ,  exciting  and  at 
times,  very  funny  reading.  Well  done! 

— Merla  Zellerbach 

I  couldn't  put  it  down  ...It  has  something.  It's 
well  written  and  it's  dramatic. 

— Claude  Steiner 

A  Grove  Press  hard-  Now  in  the 

cover  and  paperback  bookstores 


NOW  OPEN 
FOR  DINNER! 


ITALIAN  TRATTORIA 

Serving  Lunch 
Distinctive  Catering 

1485  Sansome  St.  989-2894 


SOKER-KA 

SEMA 

N 

■ GALLE 

R  Y  ■ 

New  Graphic 

Art 

1457  Grant  A  v  c .  .  San  K 

r  a  n  c is  c  o  9  4  1 

.13 

(415)  989-6452  T 

u  c  s  .  -  S  a  t  .  12 

-  6 

39  Bus  Rides  Again 

The  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  were  victorious 
in  their  effort  to  retain  the  Fisherman’s 
Wharf  portion  of  the  39  bus  route. 

MUNI  had  asked  the  Public  Utilities  Com¬ 
mission  for  permission  to  lop  off  the  segment 
of  the  run  which  operates  between  Washing¬ 
ton  Square  and  the  Wharf  area,  contending 
that  light  ridership  made  the  service  an  eco¬ 
nomic  liability. 

In  1979,  the  Fisherman’s  Wharf  extension 
was  added  to  the  regular  service  between 
Coit  Tower  and  Union  and  Montgomery  in  an 
effort  to  alleviate  the  massive  traffic  jams 
that  regularly  clog  Telegraph  Hill  Boule¬ 
vard.  The  idea  was  to  encourage  tourists  to 
use  MUNI  instead  of  their  automobiles. 

A  THD  contingent  told  the  PUC  that  the 
reason  the  plan  failed  was  that  MUNI  had 
done  nothing  to  publicize  the  service.  The 
PUC,  while  sympathetic,  sided  with  MUNI 
and  voted  unanimously  to  discontinue  the 
Fisherman’s  Wharf  segment  of  the  run. 

However,  the  Board  of  Supervisors’  permis¬ 
sion  is  required  before  MUNI  can  terminate 
service,  and  THD  mounted  a  campaign  to 
convince  the  board  to  support  its  position. 
Our  presentation  was  made  at  a  hearing  be¬ 
fore  the  full  board,  and,  thanks  to  assistance 
from  Supervisors  Molinari  and  Walker,  the 
board  voted  unanimously  to  continue  the 
present  service. 

The  Supervisors  directed  MUNI  to:  1)  launch 
a  campaign  to  provide  adequate  publicity  for 
the  service;  2)  work  with  THD,  the  Fisher¬ 
man’s  Wharf  Merchants,  and  the  Convention 
and  Visitors  Bureau  on  the  project;  and  3) 
report  back  to  the  board  in  May. 
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Jaimie  Levin,  MUNI’s  director  of  community 
affairs,  met  last  week  with  Nan  Roth  and  Sue 
Cauthen  to  discuss  a  plan  of  action.  Com¬ 
munication  between  MUNI  and  THD  will 
continue  as  efforts  to  increase  tourist  rid- 
ership  are  implemented. 

THD  is  grateful  to  the  many  members  of  our 
community  who  assisted  us  in  our  effort  to 
fight  Telegraph  Hill  traffic  by  encouraging 
use  of  public  transportation. 


THD  Welcomes  New  and 
Reinstated  Members 

Greta  Alexander 
Pamela  Belknap 
Ron  Boring 
Edith  Caldwell 
Candace  Crockett 
Colleen  Curry 
Lottie  Da 

Elmo  &  Ann  DeMartini 
Sandra  L.  Liaz 
Neil  Fitelson 
Michael  S.  Harkin 
Gabrielle  Henri 
Dr.  Gary  Jenkins 
Andrea  Kaye 
Scott  R.  King 
Alan  Koehler 
Ted  Kroeber 
Alfred  Lizak 
R.  C.  Ludan 
Dennis  &  Chris  Moser 
James  Neufeld 
Stanton  Orser 
Michael  Phillips 
John  Prichard 
Steve  Vannelli 
Bev  Ver  Steeg 
Robert  Warren 
Michel  Willey 


New  Visit  our  Location  #2 
at  419  Columbus  at  Vallejo 


1 2  Noon  to  1 1  pm  at  NIGHT! 

(Sun.  12-6  pm,  Mon.  thru  Thurs.  10  am  -  9:30  pm) 

Browse  through  a  "Free  Museum.”  A  maze  of 
intriguingly  beautiful  oddities  and  bizarre 
collectible  gifts!  Select  greeting  cards  and 
eccentric  postcards  from  the  largest 
selection  of  artist  designs  in  the  City.  Try 
on  a  classic  Borsalino  hat,  felt  or  Panama. 


NEARBY  -  4  Blocks  North 
1562  Grant  Corner  Filbert 
PH:  982-5539 


Introducing  Italian  wet  cut 
$10  (reg.  $25) 

Free  Shampoo  with  this  ad 


847  Columbus 

walking  distance  from  wharf  &  cable  car  lines  (Powell 
Mason) 
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Luigi  &  Maria  Borzoni 

U.S.  Restaurant,  JL 

Inc. 

(415)  362-6251 

431  Columbus  Ave. 

1434  Stockton  St. 

San  Francisco  94133 

DONNA 

EAST  /  WEST 
“clothes  for  the  contemporary  woman” 

1424  GRANT  AVE.  S  F  CA  94133  397-4447 


COLUMBUS  £V|  MARIN 

SAVINGS  L5JJ  SAVINGS 

•r<  Loan  Amoomot  o>  Co IwnDM  Scvngs 


G.  Baldocchi 

Assistant  Vice  President 
Branch  Manager 


Stephen  E.  Leveroni 

Vice  President/ Business  Development 

“We  Serve  People  with  People” 

480  Columbus  Ave.,  San  Francisco  94133 
415/433-61 10 


SUPPORT  OUR  ADVERTISERS 


Editor’s  Note:  The  tree  mentioned  below 
has  been  planted  and  is  thriving  in  Washing¬ 
ton  Square  Park. 

Friends  of  Recreation  and  Parks 
Fell  and  Stanyon  Streets 
San  Francisco ,  CA 


November  22,  1984 


Dear  Friends, 

On  this  Thanksgiving  Day ,  I'd  like  to 
give  thanks  to  our  beautiful  city  and 
to  the  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  by 
contributing  a  cedar  tree  for 
Washington  Square  Park.  We  have 
chosen  a  beautiful  Cedrus  Deodara 
and  have  made  arrangements  with  John 
Huttinger  for  the  planting. 

Washington  Square  has  always  been  a 
focal  point  throughout  our  lives.  We 
helped  with  the  park  remodeling  and 
carnival  in  1957,  fought  off  the 
Washington  Square  underground  gar¬ 
age  in  1966  and  again  in  1976,  fought 
the  freeway  in  1968  (both  would  have 
destroyed  our  park),  and  were  there 
to  bury  the  100-year  time  capsule  in 
1979. 

I  wish  to  dedicate  thistreetomyson, 
Andy,  and  all  the  children  who  romp 
and  play,  to  my  friends  who  have  given 
me  so  much.  Let  all  of  us  enjoy  its 
lush  evergreen  now  and  in  the  years  to 
come. 

Sincerely , 

Nancy  Katz 
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YtHlCff  YlCUlpiM 

RATHER  HAY£  ? 


Double  Decker  at  the  Bridge 

Among  the  unfortunate  proposals  that  come 
back  time  and  time  again  is  a  proposal  for  a 
second  deck  on  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge — this 
time  “for  buses  only.” 

Historically,  the  THD  have  always  argued 
against  measures  that  would  increase  the 
flow  of  automobile  traffic  into  the  Marina, 
Russian  Hill,  and  North  Beach.  A  second 
deck  for  buses  would  allow  increased  access 
for  private  cars  as  well,  as  would  added  lanes 
for  Doyle  Drive  between  the  bridge  and  the 
Marina.  Neither  of  these  proposals  would  en¬ 
courage  people  to  leave  their  cars  and  use 
public  transit.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  cars  with  just  one  person  crossing  the 
bridge  has  already  increased  in  recent 
months.  This  trend  should  be  reversed,  not 
encouraged. 


w 

o 

c 


LUNCH  11:30-2:30 
DINNER  6-10  PM 
RESERVATIONS 


TELEGRAPH  HILL  DWELLERS 
QUALIFY  FOR  A  10%  DISCOUNT 
WITH  THIS  ADVERTISEMENT. 

GOOD  FOR  LUNCH  OR  DINNER 
MONDAY  THRU  THURSDAY  FOR 
PARTIES  OF  2  OR  MORE. 

VALID  UNTIL  MARCH  30, 1985. 


^Fresh,  seasonal  foods  cooked  with  disarming 
directness,  changing  menus,  and  a  predilection 
for  the  mesquite  grill  and,  the  brick  pizza  oven 
loosely  characterize  this  San  Francisco  cafe. . . 

. . .  some  of  the  best  eating  in  San  Francisco. .  ." 

Gourmet  Magazine 
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Planning  &  2 


Filbert  Steps  Historic  District 

On  January  21,  the  Board  of  Supervisors  led 
by  Supervisor  Maher  gave  final  approval  to  a 
resolution  initiating  designation  of  a  historic 
district  for  the  area  bounded  by  Montgomery, 
Greenwich,  Sansome,  and  the  properties  on 
both  sides  of  Alta  Street. 

Telegraph  Hill  residents  have  long  been  frus¬ 
trated  by  their  inability  to  formally  identify 
and  better  preserve  the  unique  historic  heri¬ 
tage  that  is  so  well  exemplified  in  this  par¬ 
ticular  area.  At  long  last  meaningful  steps 
have  been  taken  toward  achieving  these 
goals,  and  while  much  still  needs  to  be  done,  a 
dedicated  effort  on  the  part  of  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  in  the  next  few  months  can  result  in 
final  approval  of  the  historic  district  by  the 
end  of  July. 

Designation  under  Article  10  of  the  Planning 
Code  involves  a  relatively  simple  process  of 
documentation  as  compared  with  the  much 
more  complex  requirements  for  National 
Registry  Designation.  While  the  cost  of 
approximately  $4,000  to  have  the  work  done 
is  modest,  it  represents  our  income  from  dues 
for  an  entire  year.  Thus  funding  is  our  most 
immediate  critical  issue,  and  a  good  part  of 
the  cost  will  have  to  be  raised  from  other 
sources.  Heritage  has  offered  to  assist  us  in 
many  ways  including  accepting  donations  di¬ 
rected  to  Heritage  (which  qualifies  the  dona¬ 
tion  as  tax-deductible)  but  specifically  de¬ 
signated  for  the  Filbert  Steps  Historic  Dis¬ 
trict.  Heritage  presently  acts  as  the  recipient 
and  administrator  of  grant  funding  for  the 
THD. 


Another  issue  that  will  be  brought  before  the 
THD  Board  at  its  February  meeting  is  the 
possible  expansion  of  the  district  boundaries 
to  include  those  portions  of  the  Greenwich 
and  Filbert  steps  and  Alta  Street  west  of 
Montgomery  and  to  extend  the  Sansome 
boundary  south  to  Green,  west  to  Montgom¬ 
ery,  and  north  on  Montgomery  to  Alta.  This 
can  be  done  for  only  $500-1000  more  in  re¬ 
search  costs. 

The  historic  documentation  will  focus  on  pre¬ 
fire  and  environmental  features.  The  ex¬ 
panded  district  would  more  closely  follow  the 
boundaries  of  that  part  of  the  hill  that  sur¬ 
vived  the  1906  fire  and  allow  the  inclusion  of 
significant  additional  properties. 

Anyone  having  access  to  historic  materials 
relating  to  this  area  should  contact  the  Land¬ 
marks  Committee  through  Nan  Roth  at  397- 
2176.  Volunteers  with  time  available  during 
the  day  are  also  needed  to  help  with  clerical- 
type  work.  Hopefully  we  will  have  hearing 
dates  available  for  the  Spring  edition  of  the 
Semaphore. 


Old  Spaghetti  Factory  Cafe 
Cease  and  Desist  Order 

Many  neighbors  have  telephoned  the  Land¬ 
marks  Committee  to  express  their  concern 
over  modifications  being  made  to  the  Green 
Street  facade  of  Historic  Landmark  No.  127, 
the  Old  Spaghetti  Factory  Cafe.  Inquires  to 
the  Landmarks  Board  revealed  that  the  new 
owner  had  not  made  his  plans  known  to  the 
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>ning  Issues 


board,  much  less  gone  through  the  required 
approval  procedure.  After  repeatedly  ignor¬ 
ing  the  Landmarks  Board  requests,  the  own¬ 
er  finally  appeared  before  the  board  on  De¬ 
cember  5  and  again  on  December  19,  each 
time  steadfastly  refusing  to  comply  with 
Article  10  procedures  for  review  of  proposed 
alteration— which  of  course  by  then  had 
already  been  completed. 

The  owner  was  given  until  the  end  of  Jan¬ 
uary  to  meet  with  the  Landmarks  Board  De¬ 
sign  Review  Committee  to  work  out  a  resolu¬ 
tion  of  the  impasse.  He  made  no  effort  to  do 
so.  A  cease  and  desist  order  was  issued  by  the 
City  Attorney’s  office  on  February  1. 

This  is  the  first  time  since  San  Francisco’s 
landmarks  process  was  established  that  an 


owner  has  defied  the  board  in  the  carrying 
out  of  its  responsibilities.  Ultimately  he  can 
be  fined  $500  per  day  for  each  day  that  the 
work  has  been  in  non-compliance.  THD  is 
working  with  all  concerned  to  try  to  resolve 
the  impasse  to  everyone’s  satisfaction.  While 
we  all  appreciate  the  owner’s  efforts  to  repair 
and  maintain  a  structure  that  was  badly  in 
need  of  work,  the  historic  status  of  the  build¬ 
ing  must  be  respected. 

We  would  like  to  thank  the  people  who  took 
the  time  to  call  and  keep  us  informed  of  the 
construction  activities  at  478  Green  Street. 
Your  concern  enabled  us  to  bring  this  matter 
to  the  board’s  attention  in  July,  well  before 
the  more  serious  damage  was  done. 


Meet  Your  Neighbor: 

Tom  Cara 

When  asked  what  he  thought  about  the  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill  Dwellers,  Tom  Cara  exclaimed, 
“Best  thing  that  ever  happened  on  the  hill!” 
Tom  Cara  should  know.  He  was  born  “on  the 
hill”  and  has  lived  here  all  of  his  life.  He 
knew  it  when  kids  flew  kites  from  the  edge  of 
the  cliffs,  played  baseball  in  vacant  lots, 
turned  in  milk  bottles  for  a  penny  a  piece  at 
Fabian’s  German  Delicatessen  (where 
Mama’s  is  now  located),  collected  and  sold 
wooden  boxes  so  the  residents  could  sit  down 
and  watch  the  fleet  (WWI)  come  in,  and  when 
The  Shadows  was  a  Spanish  grocery  store. 

Tom  Cara’s  father  was  a  foreman  during  the 
construction  of  the  Flood  and  Phelan  Build¬ 
ings,  and  the  Sutro  Baths.  Tom’s  father  also 
contributed  to  the  park  where  Coit  Tower 
now  stands.  Under  eminent  domain,  he  sold  a 
residential  lot  on  Telegraph  Place  to  the  city 
for  $800.00.  Proud  of  a  family  line  that  goes 
back  to  1548  (before  Italy  was  Italy),  Tom 
Cara  is  also  knowledgeable  about  the  demog¬ 
raphics  of  the  place  where  he  was  born.  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill  was  first  settled  by  the  Spanish, 
followed  by  a  few  Irish,  and  then  the  Italians. 
Tom’s  family  was  Piedmontese,  and  he  noted 
that  the  majority  of  Italians  came  from 
Genoa  but  all  groups,  he  said,  got  along,  “and 
there  was  no  Mafia,”  he  added,  laughing.  But 
there  was  Prohibition.  Each  family  was 
allowed  to  make  200  gallons  of  wine  for  home 
use.  “Grappa”  was  forbidden. 

Tom  Cara  went  to  Washington  Grammar 
School.  Once  a  year  in  February,  the  some 
200  surviving  students  and  family  hold  a 
reunion  at  the  Italian  Athletic  Club  on 
Stockton.  After  graduating  from  college  in 
the  middle  of  the  Great  Depression  (1933), 
Tom  became  a  wine  salesman.  During  the 
course  of  these  travels,  he  met  his  future  wife 
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Mary,  whose  great  grandparents  arrived  in 
S.F.  from  Genoa  in  1855.  (Mary’s  mother  was 
born  in  Card  Alley  in  1894.)  They’ve  been 
married  45  years.  They  have  two  children 
and  two  grandchildren.  They  also  have  a 
very  comfortable  and  pleasing  home  at  48 
Edgardo  Place,  the  second  house  built  on  the 
west  side  of  the  hill  after  1906. 

Speaking  four  languages,  including  Italian, 
French,  and  Spanish,  Tom  joined  the  Army 
(Military  Intelligence)  in  1942  and  served  in 
North  Africa  and  Italy.  He  went  in  a  private, 
came  out  a  captain,  and  retired  a  colonel. 

His  first  store  was  on  Grant  Avenue.  It  was  a 
good  location  then  because  prior  to  the  build¬ 
ing  of  the  Stockton  tunnel  Grant  Avenue  was 
the  main  thoroughfare  from  Market  Street. 
His  rent  in  1947  was  $35.00  a  month.  He 
later  moved  his  store  to  where  Carol  Doda 
now  appears  nightly — when  Broadway  was 
bona  fide  neighborhood  where  “everybody 
knew  everybody  else.”  In  1962  he  bought  the 
building  where  his  current  store  is  located  at 
517  Pacific.  Owned  and  operated  entirely  by 


him,  his  store  was  the  first  on  the  west  coast 
to  import  culinary  supplies  from  France, 
Spain,  and  Italy.  (He  noted  that  it  was  the 
U.S.  G.I.’s  in  Italy  during  WWII  who  brought 
pizza  to  this  country  and  espresso  coffee  to 
England.)  His  second  son,  Christopher  Cara, 
after  a  ten  year  acting  career  in  New  York, 
now  works  with  him  at  Thomas  Cara,  Ltd. 
His  first  son,  Major  Cara,  lives  in  St.  Louis. 

Sensing,  perhaps,  that  words  may  not  effec¬ 
tively  describe  the  tremendous  changes  he’s 
seen,  Tom  Cara  brought  out  a  plaque  on 


which  were  engraved  these  words  (referring 
to  Telegraph  Hill)  by  Robert  Louis 
Stevenson:  “Peak  of  the  Wind.” 

As  the  three  of  us  sat  in  Tom  and  Mary’s 
gracious  second  floor  living  room  with  a 
wide,  wonderful  view  of  Russian  Hill  and  the 
Bay,  I  thought  what  a  special  place  “the  hill” 
is  for  all  of  us. 

Hale  and  hearty  at  75,  Tom  Cara,  who  quit 
smoking  20  years  ago,  walks  to  work.  That’s 
caring  for  your  environment  too. 

John  D.  Dolan 


WE  CARE  FOR  THE  NEIGHBORHOOD. 


We’re  Telegraph  Hill  MedCenter.  A  thoughtfully 
personalized  medical  care  facility  for  general  health  needs. 
Like  physical  exams,  sore  throats,  flu,  coughs,  colds  and 
infections.  Plus  urgent  medical  care  situations.  Including 
cuts,  sprains,  high  fevers,  minor  accidents  and  on-the-job 
injuries. 

We  care  for  the  neighborhood.  So  we  do  things  for  you 
that  other  facilities  simply  don’t  care  to. 

We’re  open  365  days  a  year. 

8a.m.  to 8p.m. 

No  appointment  necessary. 

And  in  most  cases,  our  services  cost  less  than  going  to  an 
emergency  room  or  any  other  type  of  medical  facility. 

But  that  doesn’t  mean  you  can  expect  anything  less  than 
the  best  medical  treatment. 

Since  we’re  sponsored  by  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  you  can 
be  assured  you’re  getting  the  highest  quality  care  from 
an  extremely  qualified  staff. 


We  even  care  for  the  neighborhood  when  we’re  closed. 
With  a  physician  on  call 
24-hours  a  day. 

VISA  or  MasterCard, 
cash  or  personal  checks 
accepted.  Insurance 
claims  assistance  gladly 
provided. 

Get  to  know  us.  Give 
us  a  call  if  you  have  any 
questions  about  your 
health  or  our  services. 

421-6441. 

Better  yet,  drop  by 
and  visit  us.  660 
Lombard  near  Mason. 

After  all,  we’re  in 
the  neighborhood. 


HERE1 S  $5  TOWARDS 
A  CLEAN  BILL  OF  HEALTH. 

Present  this  coupon  during 
your  first  visit.  If  there  are  any 
charges,  we’ll  take  $5  off. 
Offer  good  through  December 
31, 1985.  But  don’t  wait  that 
long.  You  should  see  a  doctor 
at  least  once  a  year. 


TELEGRAPH  HILL 


_ 1 
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A  “Best  by  the  Bay”  choice  in  S.F.  Magazine 

An  athletic  aerobic  workout  designed  to  strengthen  your  heart 
and  tone  your  muscles.  For  men  and  women.  Evenings  and 
Saturdays.  $4.00/class;  $3.00  series  rate.  Wear  tennis  shoes. 
Bring  a  mat. 

Telegraph  Hill  Recreation  Center,  555  Chestnut  at  Mason. 
Mon.  &  Wed.  5:45-6:45;  Sat.  9:30-10:30,  Sun.  10-11. 

Sts.  Peter  &  Paul  Gym,  666  Filbert  at  Columbus.  Tues.  & 
Thurs.,  5:45-6:45  and  7-8  p.m. 

Call  921-0477  for  brochure  and  schedule 
2675  Sacramento.  S.F.  94115 


Crime  Prevention 

The  Crime  Prevention  Committee  met  at 
Lori  Viti’s  in  January  for  wine  and  cheese — 
and  a  brainstorming  session. 

In  the  discussion  about  what  the  committee 
and  THD  can  do  to  reduce  the  incidence  of 
crime  in  the  area,  a  number  of  ideas  surfaced, 
and  the  group  decided  that  a  meeting  with 
the  new  police  captain  at  Central  Station 
would  be  valuable.  Captain  Scheffler  has 
agreed  to  meet  with  the  committee  on  March 
4. 

Some  of  the  ideas  proposed  were: 

•  Offering  an  “escort  service”  to  seniors. 

•  Offering  classes  to  THD  members  on  the 
use  of  Mace. 

•  Offering  classes  on  crime  prevention. 


THE  FAMILY  TRADITION  CONTINUES 

R.  IACOPI  and  CO. 

Established  1910 

•  Specializing  in  homemade 


•  Orders  being  taken  for  Easter 

•  Capretto  (kid)  available 


1462  Grant  Ave.  at  Union 
Mon.-Sat.  9:00-7:00 

421-0757 
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•  Patrolling  the  hill  by  automobile. 

•  Finding  out  what  other  neighborhoods  to 
to  combat  crime. 


Bruno  Iacopi 

Bruno  Iacopi,  Telegraph  Hill’s  butcher  pas¬ 
sed  away  last  Fall.  Long  a  Fixture  on  Grant 
Avenue,  his  customers  became  friends  whom 
he  greeted  with  a  quick  smile  and  conversa¬ 
tion  that  did  more  than  pass  the  time  of  day. 
Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  will  miss  Bruno 
Iacopi. 


Support  Your  Local  Police! 

Central  Station  has  requested  THD’s  in¬ 
volvement  in  the  monthly  community  meet¬ 
ings  held  on  the  third  Thursday  of  every 
month.  The  next  meeting  is  on  February 
21st,  at  8  p.m.  The  guest  speaker  will  be 
Capt.  Tom  O’Donnell  of  the  Parking  and 
Traffic  Control  Division. 

These  meetings  provide  a  great  opportunity 
to  express  your  ideas,  and  the  police  officers 
welcome  all  suggestions.  Please  try  to 
attend. 


^  i 
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Cucina  Toscana 

The  finest  meats,  vegetables,  fish  and  cheeses 
—  Pasta  made  fresh  daily  — 

1512  STOCKTON  STREET,  SAN  FRANCISCO 
392-1587  •  392-U00 

open  7  days 


434-2248 


Vallejo  and 
Grant  Avenue 


VALET  PARKING 

FRESH  HOMEMADE  PASTA 
AND  FRESH  FISH 

FROM  OUR  OWN  BOA  T 
Open  7  Days  -  Dining  —  11:30  am  to  2:00  am 
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981-6640 


S  A  1ST  FRANCISCO 


T  R  A  V  E  L_  SERVICE 


407  Jackson  St.,  No.  205 

Joan  Curry  —  owners  —  Susan  Smith 


“Ded 


Cd 


Specializing  in  French  Basque  Dinners 
and  Mixed  Drinks 


PHONE  391-4249 


732  BROADWAY 


WELLS  FARGO 

=^g#~ . 

Ronald  J.  Derenzi 
Assistant  Vice  President  and  Manager 

Columbus  Avenue  Office 

The  Only  24-Hour  Banking  Service 
in  North  Beach 


Wells  Fargo  Express  Stop 


Coit  Tower  Refuse 

Peter  Dwares  continues  his  battle  for  the  city 
to  clean  up  Coit  Tower.  After  the  Park  and 
Recreation  Department  was  presented  with  a 
lawsuit,  they  agreed  to  put  in  a  maintenance 
man  to  sweep  the  mounting  debris  and  litter 
three  times  a  week.  They  also  agreed  to  dou¬ 
ble  the  number  of  garbage  pickups. 


Debris  at  Coit  Tower 


Dwares  is  now  going  after  the  main  objective: 
getting  a  highly  visible  full-time  policeman 
on  duty  every  night  from  eight  p.m.  until 
three  a.m.  Dwares  says  that  kids  drinking 
and  racing  up  and  down  from  the  tower, 
breaking  scores  of  bottles  nightly,  blasting 
car  radios,  vandalizing,  and  even  beating 
people  up  must  get  the  message  once  and  for 
all.  Dwares  says  that  Coit  Tower  Park  is  be¬ 
coming  a  badly  abused  city  treasure.  As  a 
lawyer,  Dwares  feels  the  situation  amounts 
to  gross  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  city.  He 
urges  all  dwellers  to  put  pressure  on  the  may¬ 
or  and  supervisors. 
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Graffiti  on  the  way  up  to  Coit  Tower 


Project  Read 

Project  Read,  the  adult  literacy  program  of 
the  San  Francisco  Public  Library  and  the 
Friends  of  the  Library,  offers  workshops  to 
train  volunteers  in  teaching  English- 
speaking  adults  to  read.  Tutors  attend  twelve 
hours  of  basic  training  given  by  reading  spe¬ 
cialists  from  San  Francisco’s  secondary  and 
adult  education  programs.  Volunteers  make 
a  commitment  for  at  least  a  year  and  meet 
their  students  once  or  twice  a  week.  Short 
absences  are  acceptable,  since  it  is  un¬ 
derstood  that  tutors,  like  other  people,  enjoy 
occasional  vacations.  Those  persons  in¬ 
terested  in  joining  the  literacy  effort  but  who 
are  unable  to  make  the  tutoring  commitment 
are  welcome  to  volunteer  for  Project  Read  in 
other  capacities,  i.e.,  office,  help,  writing, 
recruiting,  and  assisting  with  the  training 
classes.  For  further  information,  please  con¬ 
tact,  Project  Read,  621-7323. 


Levi’s  Plaza  Market 

The  Finest  in: 

Groceries 

Liquor 

Deli 

Wine 

Meats 

Mon-Fri:  7  a.m.  to  9  p.m. 

Sat:  9  a.m.  to  8  p.m. 

Sun:  9  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

1425  Sansome  St.  •  (415)  982-8090 
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Semaphore  Staff 

Contributors 

Editor 

Stewart  Bloom 
Kathleen  Cannon 

Lynne  M.  Burwell 

Sue  Cauthen 

Business  Manager 

Marilyn  Clemens 
John  D.  Dolan 

Eric  Johnson 

Peter  Dwares 

Ad  Coordinator 

June  Fraps 

Greg  Jones 

Kathleen  Cannon 

Bob  Katz 

Editorial 

Nancy  Katz 

Herb  Kosovitz 

John  Robiola 

Jim  Ricereto 

Ad  Staff 

Rhoda  Robinson 
Nan  Roth 

Terry  Achelis 

Lori  Viti 

Kathleen  Cannon 

Jane  Winslow 

Joe  Gans 

Gloria  Woo 

Sally  Hartzell 

Gary  Sullivan 

Rosemary  Jones 

Where  Tomorrow  Begins  Today.  ' 

Out-  Tomorrow  Services  can  bring  you  what 
you  want  most  today.  High  quality  at  a  low  cost. 

For  more  information,  call  our  North  Beach  Branch: 

Julio  de  Souza,  Vice  President/Branch  Manager 
580  Green  St. 

San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
(415)  982-1344 

Mon.  -  Thurs.  9am  -  4:30pm 
Fri.  9am  -  6pm 

Sat.  9am  -  1pm 


R  Imperial  Savings 

Association 
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In  1977,  Intersection  and  SUMM  negotiated 
a  five  year  lease  of  $800  per  month.  Actual 
payment  of  rent  was  waived,  but  this  lease 
enabled  Intersection  to  receive  $120,000 
from  the  city  of  San  Francisco  for  desperately 
needed  building  renovations.  Intersection 
further  contributed  $31,300  in  insurance  and 
building  maintenance. 

Intersection  approached  SUMM  in  October 
of  1983  to  negotiate  a  new  lease.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  Intersection  lacked  the  resources  to 
meet  the  proposed  lease  agreement. 

In  December  1984,  Intersection  went  to  the 
community  requesting  letters  of  support  to 
SUMM  members,  Art  commissioners,  and 
members  of  the  S.F.  Board  of  Supervisors. 
Intersection  also  requested  strong  financial 
support  from  its  community.  The 
tremendous  community  response  has  encour¬ 
aged  SUMM  to  meet  with  Intersection  to 
again  negotiate  and  has  helped  to  keep  In¬ 
tersection  solvent  enough  to  be  able  to  pay 
rent. 

In  a  recent  meeting  with  SUMM,  Intersec¬ 
tion  proposed  a  monthly  rent  based  on  what 
it  can  afford  and  suggested  that  SUMM  take 
into  consideration  Intersection’s  importance 
to  the  North  Beach  community  and  the  Bay 
Area  artist  communities. 

SUMM  has  agreed  to  present  the  current 
proposal  to  its  Board  of  Directors  in  Febru¬ 
ary,  and  Intersection  remains  optimistic.  In¬ 
tersection  intends  to  continue  its  efforts  to 
negotiate  a  rent  agreeable  to  both  parties. 
Readers  seeking  further  information  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  drop  by  Mon-Fri,  10  a.m.  to  5 
p.m.,  or  call  397-6061.  April,  1985  is  the  day 
of  reckoning. 


Meditation  Upon 
Devotion  to  a  Cause 

The  long  negotiation  on  1171  Sansome  have 
been  a  solid  education  for  those  who  followed 
it  through.  We  have  learned  that  you  can 
fight  City  Hall — and  win,  some.  We  have 
learned  how  to  get  information  and  circum¬ 
vent  some  road  blocks,  who  to  consult  at  what 
stage,  who  can  get  certain  results  and  who 
cannot.  We  have  honed  our  organizational 
and  speaking  skills  and  have  discovered  ex¬ 
cellent  talents  and  resources  in  each  other. 
We  have  also  learned  what  kind  of  homework 
is  needed.  In  short,  we  are  far  more  sophisti¬ 
cated  now  than  we  were. 

For  example,  several  conditions  we  per¬ 
suaded  the  Planning  Commission  to  put  on 
the  permit  arose  from  a  previous  project  or 
from  our  own  reading  of  the  EIR.  But  we  not 
only  had  to  find  out  that  we  would  initiate 
conditions  and  invent  our  own  method  of  get¬ 
ting  them  written  into  the  permit,  we  also 
now  know  we  need  to  create  a  way  to  monitor 
whether  these  conditions  will  actually  be  fol¬ 
lowed. 

The  group  who  worked  on  1171  Sansome 
form  a  resource.  Each  of  us  has  a  slightly 
different  set  of  knowledge,  but  among  us  we 
have  garnered  nearly  as  much  information 
as  the  chairs  of  the  THD  Zoning  Committee 
back  through  the  years. 

The  bad  news  is  that  this  building  will  even¬ 
tually  go  up,  displacing  some  of  the  cliff  and 
effacing  it  also.  But  the  construction  methods 
are  supposed  to  be  sound,  and  if  followed, 
should  not  result  in  collapse.  The  building 
will  not  be  12  stories,  but  many  fewer.  We 
think  we  can  defeat  the  parking  variance. 

(continued  on  page  31) 
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PLEASE  TEAR  OUT  AND  KEEP  THIS  PAGE  FOR  FUTURE  REFERENCE! 


V 

■ 

I’m  Alan  Koehler  (pronounced  Kayler) 
your  friendly  and  resourceful  and 
knowledgeable  Saxe  Realty  Associate.  I 
make  my  specialty  the  unique  and  wonder¬ 
ful  properties  here  on  Telegraph  Hill. 

I’ve  been  blessed  to  live  on  Our  Hill,  at  62 
Darrell  Place,  in  Jack  and  Gert  Murphy’s  ex¬ 
traordinary  house,  for  nearly  4  years.  I’m  a 
member  of  THD.  I’m  concerned  about  Our 
Hill,  and  I’ll  be  honored  to  help  advise  you 
on  real  estate  decisions  at  any  time. 


I've  had  20  years'  real  estate 
experience  in  Manhattan,  Key 
West,  and  now  San  Francisco. 


PLEASE  FILL  OUT  AND  SEND  THIS  AD  TO  ALAN  KOEHLER, 
62  DARRELL  PL.,  S.F.  94133.  OR  CALL  398-7750. 


□  Alan,  please  consult  with  your  expert  com¬ 
parative  marketers  at  Saxe.  Contribute  your 
own  knowledge  of  our  local  scene  (including 
a  complete  computer  printout  of  all  recent 
sales),  and  give  me  a  FREE  APPRAISAL  of 
my  property,  no  obligation  to  me. 

Name _ 


□  Bring  me  a  FREE  COPY  of  your  32-page 
manual  SAXE  REALTY  GUIDE  TO  HOME 
BUYING. 

□  Bring  me  a  FREE  COPY  of  your  32-page 
manual  SAXE  REALTY  GUIDE  TO  HOME 
SELLING. 

Address _ 


Phone 


Best  Time. 


Saxe  Realty 


P.S. 


1  OF  THE  BAY  AREA’S 


BIG  4 


Year  in,  year  out,  Saxe 
closes  more  residential  transactions  in 
San  Francisco  than  any  other  realtor. 
There  must  be  a  reason!  There  is  -  -  - 
and  I’m  part  of  it! 
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Board  of  Directors’  Report 


Motions  Passed — October  17,  1984 

To  go  on  record  in  favor  of  the  Kopp  legisla¬ 
tion  as  an  interim  measure  for  the  billboard 
problem  until  such  time  as  the  Neighborhood 
Commercial  Zoning  is  implemented  in  North 
Beach. 

To  increase  the  membership  of  THD  to  as 
large  as  we  can  make  it. 

Motions  Passed — December  12,  1984 

To  petition  rezoning  that  portion  of  the  N.E. 
Waterfront  Area  presently  zoned  for  an  84- 
foot  height  limit  to  a  40-foot  limit. 

To  oppose  the  taller  building  at  1171  San- 
some  with  the  proviso  that  we  advise  the 
developer  that  we  would  like  to  support  the 
smaller  building  subject  to  further  parking 
studies  being  made  in  the  area  to  define  the 
extent  of  parking  and  traffic  problems  in  the 
Sansome-Battery  corridor. 

To  thank  Peter  Dewees  for  hosting  an  ex¬ 
cellent  holiday  dinner  for  the  Board  of  Direct¬ 
ors. 

Motions  Passed — January  16,  1984 

To  oppose  bus  shelters  in  North  Beach.  (The 
Board  of  Supervisors  will  consider  bus  shelt¬ 
ers  for  the  entire  city  with  4  x  6  ft.  ads  to 
underwrite  the  cost  of  the  shelters.) 


Open  7  Days  Lunch  &  Dinner 

430  Columbus  956-0676 


Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers 
Annual  Spring  Cocktail  Party 

honoring  new  members 

Telegraph  Hill  Bistro 
470  Green  Street 


Sunday,  March  17 
4:30  to  7:30  p.m.,  no  host  bar 

RSVP:  Virginia  Sletteland, 
781-4352 
Jeanne  Milligan, 
989-8166 
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Washington  Square 
Bar  rill. 


Open  daily  for  Luncli  &  Dinner 
1707  Powell  St.  982-8123 


AND  LOAN  ASSOCIATION 


EUREKA 

FEDERAL 

SAVINGS 


(415)  391-6210 
TELEX  171943 


ADA  K.  BARONE 

ASSISTANT  VICE  PRESIDENT 
BRANCH  MANAGER 


1435  STOCKTON  STREET  •  SAN  FRANCISCO  •  CALIFORNIA  94133 


TELEGRAPH  TTTT.T.  ANTIQUES 
580  union  street 
san  francisco,  ca  94133 


Mon.  -  Sat  12-5:30 

or  by  Appointment  (415)  982-7055 


SUPPORT  OUR  ADVERTISERS 


BAY  &  COLUMBUS  CHEVRON  STATION 
Dick  Mary,  Proprietor 
1 1 96  Columbus  Avenue 

441-9947  Chevron 

“We  take  better 
care  of  your  car!  ” 

Tune  Up  —  Brakes  —  Road  Service 


Francisco  Place  Reborn* 

New  developers,  TRI  and  William  Meyer, 
have  taken  over  the  Francisco  Place  project 
on  the  site  of  the  Bauer-Schweitzer  Malting 
Mill  at  530  Francisco  Street.  The  original 
proposal  was  for  a  156,000  square-foot  com¬ 
plex  including  48,000  sf.  of  office  space  and  97 
housing  units.  The  new  project  includes  a 
total  architectural  redesign,  240  condo  units 
and  4,900  sf.  of  neighborhood-serving  retail 
space.  Studios  and  one  bedroom  units  will 
make  up  95%  of  the  housing,  whereas  such 
units  represented  only  75%  of  the  mix  in  the 
previous  plan  approved  in  August  of  1982. 

A  committee  was  formed  in  November  to  re¬ 
view  the  new  proposal.  The  major  areas  of 
concern  identified  were  the  high  density  resi¬ 
dential,  the  emphasis  on  single-person  occu¬ 
pancy,  and  the  impacts  on  existing  neighbor¬ 
hood  traffic  and  parking  problems.  Addition¬ 
al  issues  involve  phasing  of  the  construction, 
inclusion  of  low/mod  housing,  the  use  of  the 
4,900  sf.  of  retail  space,  preservation  of 
historic  artifacts  from  the  malting  mill  on 
site,  and  construction  phase  impacts. 

Representative  of  our  committee  met  with 
their  counterparts  from  the  North  Beach 
Neighbors  and  sent  two  from  each  group  to 
meet  with  the  developers  on  December  18th. 
Hopefully  some  design  modifications  will  re¬ 
sult  from  these  efforts.  On  the  positive  side, 
the  new  design  includes  a  second  silo  and  an 
architectural  treatment  that  better  retains 
the  historic  features  of  the  92-  and  78-foot 
towers  on  Francisco  Street.  There  will  also  be 
one  less  floor  of  subterranean  parking,  large¬ 
ly  eliminating  the  serious  excavation 
hazards  of  the  previous  scheme. 

We  will  continue  to  follow  this  project  closely 
through  the  permit  process.  Additional  in¬ 
formation  is  available  through  Nan  Roth  at 
397-2176. 
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Thirtieth  Anniversary  Dinner  Dance 


THD  friends  and  neighbors  enjoyed  a  gala  evening 
at  the  Thirtieth  Anniversary  Dinner  Dance  held  at 
the  Italian  Athletic  Club  in  November.  Supervisor 
Nancy  Walker  presented  Bob  and  Nancy  Katz,  who 
were  honored  at  the  event,  with  a  special  com¬ 
mendation  from  the  city.  The  Social  Committee 
chaired  by  Jeanne  Milligan  deserves  a  special  thanks 
for  arranging  the  evening  and  for  the  festive  decora¬ 
tions.  Photos  are  courtesy  of  member  Stewart  Bloom. 
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RESTAURANT  &  BAR 


CHICAGO  DEEP  DISH  PIZZA 

•  Full  Bar 

•  Lunch-Dinner-Late  Night 

•  Eat  In  or  Take  Out 
Open  7  Days  a  Week 

PIZZERIA  UNO  NORTHPOINT 
Bay  &  Powell 

Across  from  Northpoint  Theatre 
Validated  Mall  Parking 
788-4055 


Thomas  Cara  Ltd. 

Espresso  machines  for  the 
jfCfir  home  or  business;  new  or 

ffcml  rebuilt,  at  lowest  prices 

M  T  in  San  Francisco 

51 7  Pacific  A ve.  SU.  1-0383 


CITY 

LIGHTS 

BOOKS 

A  Literary 
Meetingplace 
Since  1953 


261  Columbus  five. 
San  Francisco  94133 
(415)  362-8193 

Evcrydoy  10-midnight 


THD  Newsmakers 

No  one  in  the  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  needs 
an  introduction  to  Bob  Katz,  a  34-year  resi¬ 
dent  of  the  hill.  Bob  serves  as  chairman  of  the 
Waterfront  Committee  and  probably  knows 
more  about  the  waterfront  of  San  Francisco 
than  anyone  else  in  the  city,  including  our 
government  employees.  He  has  been  in  the 
forefront  fighting  to  preserve  the  cosmopoli¬ 
tan  nature  of  the  Hill  and  assure  its  histori¬ 
cal  continuity. 

Improving  the  sense  of  community,  control¬ 
ling  noise,  and  increasing  the  safety  of  resi¬ 
dents  are  some  of  the  goals  that  board  mem¬ 
ber  Peter  Dewees,  has  for  Telegraph  Hill. 
An  administrator  in  the  educational  field, 
Peter  is  also  an  accomplished  jazz  pianist 
(having  entertained  fellow  board  members  at 
a  recent  Christmas  party),  and  he  enjoys 
skiing  and  the  sociable  atmosphere  of  the 
Hill. 

Telegraph  Hill’s  ethnic  diversity,  residential 
character,  and  human  scale  are  some  of  the 
ingredients  why  journalist  Jerry  Lubenow 
and  his  family  have  resided  on  the  Hill  for 
the  past  sixteen  years.  In  addition  to  his  work 
for  THD,  Jerry  has  been  active  in  programs 
for  rebuilding  the  Garfield  School  and  re¬ 
moving  the  Embarcadero  Freeway. 
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Unimaginable  amounts  of  development  dol¬ 
lars  are  targeted  on  San  Francisco,  most  of 
them  from  outside  the  country.  The  now  fore¬ 
seeable  collapse  of  the  opportunities  of  Hong 
Kong  is  only  one  contributing  factor,  but  a 
big  one.  It  thus  behooves  Dwellers,  indi¬ 
vidually  and  as  a  group,  to  look  with  the 
developer’s  eye  at  likely  sites  and  take  pre¬ 
ventive  action,  rather  than  only  reacting  to 
the  pressures  to  exploit  our  neighborhood. 
There  are  many  pressures  now;  we  are  run 
ragged  just  rushing  around  putting  out  fires. 
This  will  continue  indefinitely  unless  we 
take  action  ourselves. 

THD  is  presently  looking  at  the  entire  San- 
some-Battery  corridor  in  an  effort  to  maxi¬ 
mize  amenities  and  minimize  problems  with 
cars,  landslides,  and  view  blockage.  Also,  a 
move  is  underway  to  preserve  the  best  of  the 
Filbert  Steps  area.  Our  move  to  landmark 
the  cliffs  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  It  is 
now  buried  in  the  City  Attorney’s  office.  Does 
anyone  know  how  to  get  a  favorable  ruling  on 
this? 

M.  Gwathmey 


Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers 
Annual  Spring  Cocktail  Party 

honoring  new  members 

Telegraph  Hill  Bistro 
470  Green  Street 

Sunday,  March  17 
4:30  to  7:30  p.m.,  no  host  bar 

RSVP:  Virginia  Sletteland, 
781-4352 


'THE  IN  PLACE  TO  DINE" 

CAPP’S  CORNER 

1600  POWELL  ST. 

989-2580 

San  Francisco’s  Finest  Italian 
Family  Style  Dinner  restaurant 
Your  Hosts 

Frank  Sarubbi  Joe  Capp 


GOST  PLUS. 

HAS 

EXCITING 
UNPREDICTABLE 
IMPORTS  FROM 
ROUND  THE 
WORLD! 


Fisherman’s  Wharf 
2552  Taylor  St.  at  North  Point 

OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 


Speedy’S 


781-6168 


WINES 
LIQUORS 


NEW  UNION  GROCERY 

301  Union  Street 
Cornar  Montgomery 
DELIVERY  SERVICE 


Quality  Meats  —  Selected  Fruits  and  Vegetables 


De  Martini  Bros.  Inc. 


GENERAL  CONTRACTORS 
1831  POWELL  ST.  •  SAN  FRANCISCO.  CAL  94133 
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